Wednesday June 29, 2011 Bi-Monthly 9/11 Teleconference Call

Present on the 6/29/2011 Teleconference call were:

Paul Zarembka, Editor of The Hidden History of 9/11 and other books
Interview with Paul Zarembka  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z907S0MutcA)

Ken Freeland, Facilitator of 9/11 Teleconference Call
Houston 9/11 Truth, also http://www.meetup.com/AE911Truth-Action-Group-Houston 

Ken Jenkins, Psychological Aspects Of 9-11 : Snowshoe Documentary ...
Activist, psychologist, videographer and an organizer of the Intl. Inquiry into 9-11 

Robin Hordon, 9.11 Truth for World Peace and Justice 

Phil Restino, Veterans for Peace

Byron Belitsos, Executive Director, Citizen 911 Commission 

James Hufferd, Coordinator, 911Grassroots.org

Donald Stahl, St Louis 911 Meetup, 911 Questions Commission

Shelton Lankford, Spokesperson, Military Officers for 9/11 Truth ; http://patriotsquestion911.com/Statement%20Lankford.html
Jonathan Mark, co-Facilitator of 9/11 Teleconference Call; FlyBy News

Senator Mike Gravel, former Senator of Alaska and Chairman of the 9/11 Citizens Campaign and 
Citizen 911 Commission

Dr. Bob Bowman, a retired Lieutenant Colonel, and Cal. Tech. Alumnus

Jeffrey Orling, Architect

Sheila Casey, DC based journalist, DC 9/11 Truth Activist

Anna Yeisley, Secretary 9/11 Teleconference Call, Tea Party Patriots for 9/11 Truth (http://teaparty911truth.org) organizer of AE911Truth Capital Action (ae911truthcapitalaction.org)

Call commenced at 6:10 pm Eastern. 

The minutes of the May  25 and June 15 teleconferences were approved as circulated.

 After introductions and roll call, Senator Gravel, Ken Jenkins and Byron Belitsos [presented an overview of the Citizens 911 Commission Campaign.  They stressed the importance of providing  an actionable option for those Americans who learn the truth regarding 9/11, and tin order to expand our reach to a broader constituency of truth seekers. 

The 9/11 Citizens Campaign (http://911cc.org) and the Citizens 9/11 Commission (citizens911commission.org) are two companion citizen campaigns designed to provide avenues for action for those who know and for those want to know more, but don’t know how to  put what they know into  effective action.

It will take action on the  state initiative level  (not political party politics) to activate momentum towards a new investigation of 9/11.  The best (and possibly the only) path to accomplish this objective is through the exercise of direct democracy.  This entails placing a ballot initiative before voters in one (or more) of the 24 states that have an initiative law.  Senator Gravel’s home state, California would require $2 million dollars to begin a ballot initiative, since it would require a concomitant constitutional amendment.  

He is therefore focusing his early efforts on other states such as Alaska, Arkansas, Massachusetts and Oregon.  Senator Gravel has made great strides in Oregon, one of the more progressive states.  After a radio announcement regarding the initiative on a Portland radio program, he was able to draft a petition signed by 40 citizens that authorized the legislative counsel to work with the Senator in drafting a ballot initiative to enact a citizens' 911 commission under state law.  

Senator Gravel’s goal is to create a new 9/11 citizen commission with the state’s legislative power under a Joint Powers Agreement.  A Joint Powers Agreement is a contract between a city, a county, and/or a special district in which the city or county agrees to perform services, cooperate with, or lend its powers to another political entity, such as a state that has already passed a Citizens 911 Commission act, where we’d have the benefit of their additional grand jury and subpoena powers; as well as cooperation of the police to help with investigative details.  A Joint Power Agreement if passed in Oregon, would help other states put into place Joint Power Agreements in their states.  From there we could expect several hundred local jurisdictions; could tie in with the effort.  

Blanketing the nation with state power to investigate; people subpoenaed would have less chance to ‘run’ to other states.  Our task in terms of information is to allow Americans to hear the argument of so many eye witness accounts who are otherwise dismissed and disregarded, and of much evidence  that has been confiscated and risks being destroyed].  

Senator Gravel announced that the launching of the 911 Citizen Campaign is slated for  July 4th, 2011 complete with website http://www.911-cc.org with interactive features including a donation button and interactive blog.  Senator Gravel insisted that spending time and energy on legislative lobbying, such as what Richard Gage at AE911Truth is doing, is futile without people in the streets at the grassroots level calling for a re-investigation.  

Mike Gravel commented that the surge of interest created by the 911 Citizen Campaign would cause a re-investigation of 9/11 to become a ‘wedge issue’ for the Presidential 2012 cycles; forcing politicians that would typically shy away from this question to be forced to take a position on this issue.  

Ken Jenkins introduced the idea of a nationwide internet video cam type link up around the 10th anniversary of 9/11; where all 9/11 Citizen Campaign affiliated groups all over the nation could share their anniversary activities at one internet location.  Byron commented on the importance of independent groups tied into one topic at hand.  For 10 years many of us have done local events – independently – but this satellite teleconference link up would draw the movement together enabling 9/11 groups to downlink locally  from one unified broadcast summarizing their several days activities  during the 911 anniversary events  into 1 to 2 hours slots, uplinked from the various identified local organizations.  

To promote the initiative, funding is needed.  Paid signature gatherers will need to be remunerates at $1-$2 per signature.  

The callers discussed examples of other times when citizen campaigns have had a huge effect; such as the Nuclear Freeze Campaign that lasted for about 18 months as more citizens  voted for this resolution than any other in history.  

Any person from any jurisdication could take a 9/11 Citizen Commission resolution to their city council which could tie into the Joint Powers Agreement in other States.  

Website addresses for Gravel’s citizen initiative:  Citizen911commission.org; 911cc.org or 9-11cc.org

With a Joint Powers Agreement; you don’t need Congressional involvement.  In the ‘old days’ grand juries were able to instigate evidential investigation for many diverse cases; but laws have subsequently been passed to limit grand jury power.  Senator Gravel 's intention is to change this.

Richard Gage will recommend that his petitioners and others interested would join the 9/11 Citizen Campaign at the AE911Truth September 8th campaign.  Richard Gage also told Senator Gravel that he would put the group in touch with Alex Jones.  

Bob Bowman discussed the gifts available from pledges; a premium pledge of $20 or more will receive the videotaping of the Bob Bowman/Senator Gravel and others' Oakland panel presentation.  He spoke about a sponsor pledge letter that will be sent to tap into sponsor funding.  

Senator Gravel ended his discourse by reminding the group that protesting in front of community or governmental buildings is more about crowd therapy than bringing about results.  It takes ACTION; not just demonstration, in every jurisdiction that will move us forward in accomplishing our goal to get a criminal investigation initiated.  

Mike Gravel shared his email address and asks for input and suggestions to be emailed there:  mg@mikegravel.us 

It was decided that the 9/11 Teleconference Call would occur every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month.  Next call is Wednesday, July 13th at 3 pm Pacific / 6 pm Eastern.

Bob Bowman (?) announced that he would be taking some time away from campaign to deal with a returning cancer and will be receiving chemotherapy for the next few months.  He was unable to predict his level of contribution to this effort.  All wished him luck and wellness.  

Call concluded at 7:15 pm Eastern Wednesday, June 29th, 2011

A n online recording of this teleconference can be heard at the following location: http://www.houston911truth.net/6-29-11.wav 

